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Mine Safety — Adjournment Debate 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [10.13 pm]: I want to respond very 
quickly to Hon Jock Ferguson’s remarks. I share his concern whenever there is a fatality in the mining industry. 
It is a very distressing occasion for the Minister for Mines and Petroleum and, indeed, for everyone else 
associated with the mining industry, particularly the workplace colleagues of the unfortunate person. I am not 
reflecting on the comments made by Jock, because those comments were moderate and there is no blame game 
being played. However, a number of comments have been made in recent times by various union leaders about 
mine safety. I understand it was the subject of a debate at the federal conference of the Labor Party where they 
felt a Senate inquiry into Western Australia’s mining safety laws would be appropriate. Let me say this in respect 
of that: the laws that exist in Western Australia on mine safety at the moment are the same laws that this 
government inherited from the previous government. The previous government had eight years to change the law 
if it wished to do so. It made some changes to it. The laws that operate in Western Australia now are the laws 
that the Labor Party was comfortable to have operating during its time in office. If it wanted to make significant 
changes to the law, it could have done that, because I gather it would have had the support of the house to do 
that. That is the first point I want to make. 

The second point I want to make is that the people who are engaged by government to look after the interests of 
safety in the mining industry are the same people who were employed by the previous government. Indeed, Hon 
Jon Ford was their minister. The individuals and the law are identical.  

Hon Jock Ferguson: I thought you said there wasn’t going to be any blame game. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: I am just making the point that the way in which mine safety is conducted in 
Western Australia now is no different from when the Labor Party was in government. I am not talking about 
what Hon Jock Ferguson said; I am talking about some of his colleagues who have suggested that the new 
government has something to answer for that the previous government did not.  

I want to say in the most positive way I can that I am in the process of putting to cabinet a proposal for probably 
the most significant changes to mine safety in Western Australia that have been made in the past 100 years. They 
will mean a significant increase in the number of inspectors and a revamp of the way in which we handle mine 
safety so that we take on board some elements of the safety case regime that applies in petroleum, combined 
with the regulatory regime that is in mining at present. We have done an enormous amount of work in this area 
since I became the minister. I am hopeful that a decision will be made by the government in the very near future 
to go down a path of cost recovery from industry. It will also involve a significant contribution from industry 
with respect to the amount of money it costs to manage safety. It is not just about raising funds from industry to 
do more of the same; it is about raising funds from industry to do things better and differently. I hope that we 
will be able to come to Parliament in the not-too-distant future with some amendments to the Mines Safety and 
Inspection Act that will see this quite significant change made to mine safety in Western Australia. It is an area 
that I take extraordinarily seriously. I get as distressed as anybody, if not more so, when I hear of a fatality. We 
will do everything we can to achieve a zero harm arrangement within the mining industry.  

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 10.17 pm 
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